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August 18, 2023

From: League of Women Voters, 2023 NC Legislative Landscape, 8/9/23

Current bills in the General Assembly show a weakening commitment to traditional public schools, despite 1.4 million (77%) children in our state attending these schools.   Here is an evaluation of how the current legislation compares to key LWVNC positions.  

Position: Allocation of reliable, sufficient, and equitable legislative funding
Including full funding of the Leandro Comprehensive Remedial Plan 

– The State budget, which provides 63% of school funding, has not been ratified – even though school districts must make decisions on staffing, curriculum support, etc. as they start the school year. It is now expected to be delayed until September.  
 – Negotiations are underway at the legislature. Overall funding is not expected to keep up with the critical shortage of teachers, staff, and school counselors. The Senate proposal has a decrease of 2.2% in overall K-12 education funding, and the House proposal has a very small increase of 0.7%, compared to Governor Roy Cooper’s proposal of 12.1%. Teachers will most likely receive a pay increase between 5.3% (House) and 2.3% (Senate). 

Position: Accountability and transparency for all schools receiving taxpayer monies (public, charter, private schools)

HB 823/SB406: Choose Your School, Choose Your Future

– Status: In Senate Rules and expected to be included in the final state budget. 
– This bill would make all NC K-12 students eligible for vouchers, with grant amounts based on household income, beginning in 2023-2024. It gets rid of the requirement that a student must be from a low-income household.
– Does not provide any accountability measures for private schools.
– Would divert millions of dollars to private schools, with no accountability to the State Board of Education.

Position: Policies & working conditions that encourage student growth, educator enhancement, and administrative effectiveness

HB 219 Charter School Omnibus

– Status: Vetoed by Governor Cooper but most likely the veto will be overridden. 
– Allows charter schools to continue to expand, even with low-performance.
– Allows counties to appropriate property taxes to fund charter school capital needs.

SB 49 Parents Bill of Rights

– Includes provisions that ban discussions on sexuality and gender identity in K-4th Grade in NC schools. Lack of education about reproductive health and sexuality raises concerns, especially for students who begin puberty at an early age.
– Requires school staff to tell parents if students change their name or pronoun and share mental health information. There is concern that it will put LGBTQ students at risk.


From NCNewsline August 3

As the school year starts, districts prepare for onslaught of book challenges by conservatives
Authors of color are targeted, as well as books about the LGBT community
Book bans have been a major topic of discussion at school boards across the state this year. WUNC radio reported in March that there have been 189 book challenges across North Carolina’s 115 school districts since 2021.


From Gov. Roy Cooper
Public Education Crisis: North Carolina’s Public Education Emergency
Governor Cooper is calling on you to contact your state legislators and ask them to protect our public schools in three ways:1.  Invest in teachers and early childhood education, not tax cuts for the wealthy
2.  Use public money for public schools, not private academies
3.  Keep politicians out of the classroom, textbooks and lesson plans
What to do? Contact your usual, and your local, suspects:
Henderson County Board of Public Education: Blair Craven, Jay Egolf, Robert Bridges, Stacey Caskey, Shelia Dale, Alyssa Norman, Kathy Revis; all reachable at  HCBPE, 414 4th Ave. W, H’ville 28739
NCGA: Rep. Jennifer Balkcom, Rep. Jake Johnson, Sen. Timothy Moffitt
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